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The Quarrsl between Tito and the Cominform

i, There exists perhaps a fifty percemt chance that the Cominform might effect
a reconciliation with Yugoslavia, but Tito himself would never be included
in such a gesture. The situstion of Kardelj, Djilas, and especially Rankovie,
is not so hopeless; the Russians might use then for a time under cartain cir-
cumstances, but in the end they also would be liquidated, Moscow will never
forgive the rebels., Tito is capeble of turning toward nationalism while
elinging to his socialist ideology. At least eighty percent of the Yugoslav
popuiation would welcome such a volte-face, and Tito would probably obtain
the support of such non-Cormunist political leaders as Ivan Subssic, Milan
Grol, lica Jovanovie, Dragoljub Jovenovic, and duraj Gosar for this step.
But the other Communist leaders are not li¥ely to permit Tito to ombrace
nationalism and turn toward the Viest, since they know that this action would
lead, sooner or later, to their removal, Tito is, in effact, a prisoner of
the Yugoslav Politburos for this reason he is not primarily ‘responsible for
the present Yugoslav policy of terrorism. For this policy Rankovic ig chiefly
responsible. Tito is merely the public and formal embodiment of the decisions
of the Yugoslav Politburo and is, therefore, bound by them, MHis life would
be ondangered should he sot otherwigse. Despite their predilections, howewer,
the other Commnist loaders of Yugoslavia must support Tito., Although they
keop ceréful watch to see that he follows the official Yugoslav Commirist
Party line, these leaders realize that only Tito possesses any popularity
with the Yugoslav people, They must, therefore, support him. These leaders
are on the horng of a dilemma., If Tito turns to the Vest they will lose theiyr
pover and their lucrative positions 3 they likewise know that they cammot ex-
pect forgiveness from the Russians even though they betrayud Tito and returned
to the Cominform. Soviet gratitude would last only until Tito was overthrown,
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If Tito does not find support in the West, however, his regime may be
endangered. Some menbers of the Yugoslav Politburo wight turn to the
Russiens, hoping thet the Russians would reward their action. But Tito
can only be overthrovm by force; and inside Yugoslavia this force can
be supplied by the UDB and the police of Renkovic,

Attitude of the Yugoslav Army toward Tito

2o The Commnist generals, such as Ivan Gosnjek, Milan Kupressnin, Nadj, Koca
Popovic, Peko Dapcevic, and Svetozar Vukmanwvic (Tempo§ rogard the pro-
fessional soldiera with disdain, But all of them are dependent upon Tito
and know that they are finished if he turns to ths West., All hops that he
will again establish good relations with the Soviets and the Red Army,

These generals, who are not professionals, are capable of deserting to the
Soviets if they see that Tito is loat., Most of Tito's Bupporters are found
anong the professional soldiers, The Corrmnist generals, who are more poli=
ticians than soldiers, will follow along with the oivilian politicians, As
long as Tito guides them sucoessfully through the surrounding dangers, they
will support him; if his position begins to weeken, however, meny will defect
to the Russians. 50X1-HUM
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